Proposed Consolidation of
Coolidge/Florence School
Districts

7-15-15

Q: Why would CUSD consider consolidation with
Florence Unified?
A: As fiscal agents of taxpayers’ money, it is CUSD’s
responsibility to publicly report budget data and
identify inefficiencies. Based on current student
enrollment, CUSD could operate resourcefully with
two elementary schools, one middle school, one high
school and one alternative school. However, this
model is not practical because of the 25 miles and 45
minute drive between Coolidge proper and San Tan
Valley.

DISTRICT’S NEEDS BASED SOLELY ON STUDENT
NUMBERS
 1 HIGH SCHOOL

1100

 1 MIDDLE SCHOOL

800

 2 ELEMENTARY

800

 ALTERNATIVE

130

PHYSICAL CAPACITY/ACTUAL COUNT
School
 San Tan Foothills

Capacity
1,524

Actual
469

%
31%

 Mt. Vista

924

326

35%

 San Tan Heights

866

623

72%

Currently, CUSD annually spends over ½ of a million dollars
more than necessary to support its 8 schools.

The past two years, CUSD has recommended to the
Governing Board and announced to the public
methods to spend tax dollars more efficiently. As a
result, Hohokam and Mountain Vista Middle School
campuses were closed and consolidated with their
respective high school sites and a 4 day school week
was instituted. This change has reduced the district’s
inefficient spending from over $1.2 million to
approximately $564,000.

Q: Why did the Governing Board approve a resolution to
consolidate a portion of CUSD with FUSD?

A: The Governing Board based their decision on:
 The current inefficient use of tax dollars by
duplication of programs and school sites for small
numbers of students;
 Declining enrollment at the 3 San Tan Valley school
sites;
 The distance between the two populations of
students;
 And a decrease in the tax rate
for CUSD.

Why would FUSD consider consolidation with
Coolidge Unified?





Poston Butte High School currently has 1900+ Students
Skyline Ranch K-8 has over 925+ Students
Circle Cross Ranch K-8 has over 830+ Students
Florence Unified has been conceptually approved to
build a new high school in San Tan Valley in 2017
• PBHS cost $59.7 Million
• $27.5 Million locally funded
• $32.2 Million School Facilities Board funded

 With Consolidation, FUSD




Acquires 3 schools
Assumes approximately $16 Million of outstanding Bonds
Incorporates approximately 40% of Coolidge Property located in San
Tan Valley Area.

Q: Would my student remain with CUSD or attend FUSD?

A: The map to the
right depicts the
area that would
become part of the
FUSD. The area
outlined in yellow
would break off
from CUSD and
combine with the
adjacent FUSD.

Empire Blvd.

Bell Rd.

Arizona Farms Rd.

Q:How would consolidation affect my property taxes?
Coolidge
Remaining

San Tan Area
Transferring to Florence

Florence Unified
School District

Current Tax Rate: $1.31
Post Tax Rate: $1.12

Current Tax Rate: $1.31
Post Tax Rate: $1.19

Current Tax Rate: $1.06
Post Tax Rate: $1.19

Estimated Decrease: -19¢

Estimated Decrease: -12¢

Estimated Increase: +13¢

* Source: Stifel Nicolaus, Bond Counsel

Q:How would consolidation affect my property taxes?
Coolidge
Remaining

San Tan Area
Transferring to Florence

Florence Unified
School District

A: Average Class III Assessed
Property Value: $68,474

A: Average Class III Assessed
Property Value: $134,590

Current Tax Rate: $1.3087
Post Tax Rate: $1.1228

Current Tax Rate (Coolidge):
$1.3087
Post Tax Rate (Florence): $1.1853

Current Tax Rate: $1.0582
Post Tax Rate: $1.1853

FY15-16

FY15-16

FY15-16
Estimated Secondary Annual Tax:
Current- $71.00
Post Consolidation- $61.00

Estimated Net Annual
Decrease: -$10.00

* Source: Stifel Nicolaus, Bond Counsel

Estimated Secondary Annual Tax:
Current- $135.00
Post Consolidation- $122.00

Estimated Net Annual
Decrease: -$13.00

A: Average Class III Assessed
Property Value: $117,504

Estimated Secondary Annual Tax:
Current- $89.00
Post Consolidation- $100.00

Estimated Net Annual
Increase: +$11.00

Q: How would consolidation affect my property
taxes? Continued…
A:
The only lines on your tax bill
that would change are the
primary and secondary school
district lines.
 The value assessed by the County
Assessor for tax purposes is not
the market value of your home.
 The primary tax rate would
remain around the QTR, which is
estimated to decrease next year
with rising property values state
wide.
 The secondary tax rate would
change to




Assessed Value * Ratio* Tax rate %= Tax Due
* A 2014 tax bill was used for this example.



$1.1228 for Coolidge
$1.1853 for Florence

Q: Who can approve a consolidation?
The Consolidation will only pass if all three areas vote
independently in favor.
 Florence Unified School District Boundaries
 Coolidge Unified Boundaries
 Coolidge Transfer Area
*All three areas must vote 51% or more in favor of
consolidation.
All three areas will be counted
individually. If one area votes “No”, the consolidation
will not pass or take place.

Q: What happens to the staff should the voters
approve to consolidate with FUSD?
While FUSD cannot provide any guarantees, it is
FUSD’s objective to make the transition of the San Tan
portion to FUSD as smooth as possible, and to that end
it will work with CUSD personnel that are directly
involved with the facilities located in the San Tan
Valley portion to try to have them become FUSD
employees.

Q: What happens at CUSD if consolidation fails?
A: San Tan Heights, Mountain Vista, and San Tan Foothills are
the responsibility of CUSD and the district will continue to
support, both financially and academically, the needs of our
students, staff, and community.

If consolidation should fail, the district pledges continued
funding, maintenance, upkeep and support of the 3 schools on
the two sites.
“If the majority of the taxpayers are okay with how we are
spending our money, we are okay with that also. We will
continue to operate our three San Tan Valley schools happily.”
Charie Wallace, Superintendent CUSD
Florence Reminder, Blade, Tribune 6-18-15

Q: What happens at FUSD if consolidation fails?
Florence Unified may be obligated to move forward
with the School Facilities Board conceptual approval to
build a new high school in San Tan Valley at a higher
cost than consolidation.
New high school is estimated to cost $40-$50 Million
Consolidation is estimated to cost only $16 Million
- FUSD would acquire 3 schools
- Minimal tax increase

Election is November 3rd

