Coolidge Unified School District
Synthetic Drug Use Policy
PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT REGARDING DRUG
VIOLATIONS (A.R.S. 15-843)
Whenever there is a reasonable suspicion that a student is suspected
of violating the school drug policy and is questioned by the school
principal or designee, his/her parent(s) or legal guardian(s) shall be
notified that such questioning took place.
When it has been
determined that a student has violated the school drug policy, his/
her parents shall be notified. Additionally, parent conferences are
not only encouraged, but shall be required throughout any
disciplinary procedures (see A.RS. 15-843) relating to this section.

SMOKING AND USE OF TOBACCO PRODUCTS
(A.R.S. 36-798-03)
A.R.S. 36-798-03 prohibits the possession of tobacco products on
all school grounds, buildings, parking lots, playing fields, buses
and at off-campus school sponsored events. This law applies to all
students, staff and visitors. Violations of this law are a "petty"
criminal offense, punishable by a fine of up to $300. Smoking or
possession of tobacco products is not permitted on or within 300
feet of school property (school grounds, inside school buildings, in
school parking lots or playing fields, in school vehicles) or at offcampus school sponsored events. Discipline for violation of this
use shall include the following:

•
•
•
•
•

Parents will be notified.
Student may be disciplined on campus.
Student may be suspended for not more than ten days
and/or in lieu of a suspension, the student may
participate in a tobacco education diversion program.
The student may be referred to the police and prosecuted
for a petty offense, with a fine up to $300.
Cumulative violations could result in a formal hearing
and recommendation for suspension.

POSSESSION OF COMBUSTIBLE/LIGHTERS
Minimum: Confiscate/Conference/ Counseling
Maximum: Detention/Work Detail/ Community Service/
Alternative Placement/ Long Term Suspension/Expulsion/
A.R.S.15-521.4 & A.R.S. 15-507 (Police Involvement)

DRUGS:
PRESCRIPTION/ NON-PRESCRIPTION
Minimum: Out of School Suspension/ Nurse Counseling
Maximum : Special Clinic up to 10 days/ Long Term Hearing/
Alternative Placement/Possible Expulsion/
A.R.S. 15-842 (Police Involvement)

Signs and Symptoms of Drug Use
American Council for Drug Education
The key is change; it is important to watch for any
significant changes in your child’s physical
appearance, attitude or behavior.
Physical Signs:
• Loss or increase in appetite, any changes in eating
habits, unexplained weight loss or gain.
• Slowed or staggered walk, poor physical
coordination.
• Inability to sleep, awake at unusual times,
unusual laziness.
• Red watery eyes, pupils larger or smaller than
usual.
• Cold sweaty palms.
• Puffy face, blushing or paleness.
• Smell of substance on breath, body or clothes.
• Extreme hyperactivity; excessive talkativeness.
• Runny nose, hacking cough.
• Needle marks on lower arm, leg or bottom of feet.
• Nausea, vomiting, excessive sweating.
• Tremors or shakes of hands, feet or head.
• Irregular heartbeat.
Behavioral Signs:
• Change in attitude/personality with no cause.
• Changes in friends, new hangouts, sudden
avoidance of the old crowd.
• Changes in hobbies or activities.
• Drop in grades at school or performance at work
• Change in habits at home.
• Difficulty in paying attention.
• General lack of motivation.
• Sudden oversensitivity, temper tantrums,
resentful behavior
• Moodiness
• Silliness
• Paranoia
• Excessive need for privacy
• Secretive or suspicious behavior
• Unexplained need for money
• Chronic dishonesty

Synthetic Drugs:
A New Danger
to our Students

Salvia Divornorum

Spice/K2

Bath Salts Drug
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Salvia: Legal Herb
Hallucinogen

Spice/K2
What is Spice? Spice is a new synthetic drug
that young people are smoking that can cause
them to get high. Currently it is banned in at
least eleven states, including Arizona. It can be
found in local smoke shops and online. It is marketed as an incense blend and “not for human
consumption”. Because this product has a label
that states it is “not for human consumption”,
there are no age requirements for people who
attempt to buy this.
Spice is also known as Genie, Ultra, Summit,
Blonde, Yucatan Gold, Bombay Blue, and Black
Mamba. The United States Drug Enforcement
Administration has recently labeled Spice as a
“drug of concern”. This year alone the U.S. Poison Centers have received over 750 calls this
year alone in regards to synthetic marijuana
products.
Adverse side effects may include the following
symptoms:
•

Nausea, Vomiting

•

Increased Agitation

•

Elevated Blood Pressure

Salvia is a powerful and legal hallucinogenic herb
that is gaining popularity among teenagers and
young adults. It most recently made the headlines
when teen singing sensation Miley Cyrus was
photographed smoking it. This herb is also raising
concerns among parents and law makers across the
country. The herb is sometimes known as Magic
Mint, Ska Maria Pastora and Sally D.
It can be purchased off the internet and is available
in some smoke shops and stores that sell herbal
remedies. Although it is marketed as producing a
“high”, it in fact induces an intense dreamlike
experience that can be unpleasant for first time
users. Two states have already banned Salvia,
even though legislation to make it a controlled
substance has failed twice in Congress.
Dr. Brian Roth, a biochemist and neuroscientist at
Case Western Reserve University states that use of
Salvia causes something called “spacio-temporal
dislocation”. In other words the user takes and
instantaneous trip to another time and place. Many
first time users find this experience unpleasant,
intense, disturbing and even frightening. Those
who usually try Salvia don’t do it again. Most
people who do it for the interesting high are
disappointed and find it is not fun to do, it is not
stimulating and it does not have a euphoric effect.
Salvia should be kept strictly off limits to teens.
•

Increased Heart Rate

•

Seizure

•

Loss of Consciousness

Bath Salts Drug
A new synthetic drug known as “bath salts”
can cause severe side effects including
paranoia and hallucinations that sometimes
turn violent. These are dangerous drugs that
should not be confused with any type of
common bath product.
The drug has been compared to cocaine and
methamphetamine because of its addictive
characteristics.
Many of the products sold under names such as
“Cloud Nine,” “Ivory Wave” and “Blue Silk”
contain methylenedioxypyrovalerone, or
MDPV, which is a chemical not approved for
medical use in the United States. Another
common chemical found in this drug is
mephedrone.
Packages containing the powdery substance are
typically labeled “not for human consumption”
and marketed as “bath salts” or as plant food or
insect repellent.
Users mostly snort the drug, similar to cocaine.
However, it is versatile and can be injected,
smoked, or even eaten.

Information was taken from the Idaho Office of Drug Policy www.odp.idaho.gov

Information taken from February 10, 2011 USA Today.

